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James P. Comer is the Maurice Falk Professor of Child Psychiatry at the Yale 
University School of Medicine's Child Study Center and founder of the Comer 
School Development Program. A prolific writer, Dr. Comer is the author of nine 
books and has written articles for Parents magazine as well as syndicated articles 
on children's health and development and race relations. In 2007, he received 
the Grawemeyer Award in education. 

What I Learned in School highlights, in a 
single source, the major contributions of world-
renowned scholar Dr. James P. Comer, 
whose visionary work has dramatically shaped the 
fields of school reform, child development, 
psychology, and race. This small collection is 
beautifully arranged and includes an introduction 
and engaging updates from the author that paint 
a remarkable picture of what we've all learned so 
far, and what we all must learn going forward. The 
excerpts presented in this collection span Dr. 
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What I Learned in School 
Reflections on Race, Child Development, 

and School Reform 

James P. Comer 

James Comer is a rare constellation among social scientists: 
a great intellect, a keen analyst, a creative problem-solver 
and a man of enormous empathy. His writings are required 
reading for anyone interested in education reform or 
improving the odds for poor children. 
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